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The Septerber meeting will be our annual Iraggin' session, All you good
folk who came back from swmer trips with finds to swell your collection, |

bring some of your treasures for display and some of your stories to tell. |
We know you have both. | {

Bill Rogers' report on the progress of Show plans will be a featured part of |
the meeting, You will want that information firsthand.
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Large sedinentary beds of the mineral gypsum arc £ und in nany sections of the [ |
country where it was precipitgted out of evaporating seces, ‘ |
[ |

|
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In conposition, gypsun is o hydrous calecium sulfate. Being only Number 2 on

Mohs Scale, it is soft cnough to be scratched with a fingernail, Gypsun is I :
nornally colorless or white, but ney be timted other colors by inpurities such v
as iron., Tts luster is glassy or silky, It cen be distinguished fron calcite

hecause it does not effervesce in cold hydrochloric acid., However, it will

dissolve in hot acid. The three nost common forms of gypsun are alabaster,

selenite, and satin spar.

Alabaster is compact, nassive, and fine-grained. It is usually white or pink
in color. There are larse beds of it in Michigan and also in New York, Texas,
Iowa, and California.

Selenite occcurs as transparent, colorless, tabular crystals and is usually found
in caves or linestone cevities. Some crystals grow to several feet in length,
end are twinned or curved., Ohio, Maryland, Utch, and Texes are some of the

U.S. localities. L cove in Utah has probably provided the largest ones. Very
beautiful crystals core fron the sulfur beds in Sicily.

Satin spar is fibrous and silky in appearance and generally occurs in veins,
Nevads is one of the principal regions for its cccurrence,

Gypsun has been known end used by men for many centurics. The Greeks gave it its
nane which ncans "burned" nincral. When it is heated and the water removed, it

can be ground intc o white powder knowm as plaster of Paris, Gypsun is a commer-
cially important ninerzl today, being nined for use in agriculturc and in naking
construction natcrials such as plester and plastorboard, Alabaster is also used
for carving statuary, leop boses, cnd other decorative itens, |
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ALL MERICLN MERIT AW.RDS LNNOUNCED BY LFMS

The Central Michigan Lopidary and Mineral Society was oworded an Honorable
Certificate at the ATMS Convention in Anohein, Other Michigan clubs winning
thig certificate werc Michigan Gen & Mineral Society of Jackson, the Flint Rock

and Gen Club, State Linc Gen and Mineral Society of Tecunseh, Kalanazoo Geologi~-

cal & Mineralogical Society,ond The Roanin' Club of Livonia. The blic}west Min-
eralogical & Lepidary Socicty of Dearborn won o Trophy ond Outstending Lward.

Centificate of Participation

RECOGITION IS EXTENDED TO

FOR PARTICIPATION 1N

All American Federation Club Award
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