- PROGRAM . -~ April 15

The program for our April meeting will feature a member of our own Central Michigan
Lapidary and Mineral Society, Alan Overdorff. His subject will be "Glass," with
slides to help us understand his talk. i i : )

Théré are many forms of glass -- plain, Cathedral, leaded, stained, colorful slag
_ and obsidian. With the WOV look in apparel for men and women, most of the jewelry
" worn today is made of colorful stained leaded glass, or plastics simulating gems.
Colorful, decorative glass is our speakerls tusiness, therefore the evening should
“be most enjoyable. ¥ ;

I think we could make the subject even more: interesting if each of us would bring
any specimens of the above, for display, and thus feel a part of the program.
' Read A. lMyers, Program Chairman
TR T T

EDUCATION —- George Iitchell visited Averill School Pebruary 1 and talked to the
fourth and fifth grade science class on rocks and minerals and their uses. He also
used the club case while there. : ‘ ' :

Dave Toman had his case on display at the Central lMethodist Church February T for
the day. ; ‘ . : 1 i

The Windemere Park School of the Waverly District was visited by four of our members
on the four Wednesdays of March. Ray Walker talked on Tocks and minerals and how

to tumble them. He also took the Club case and talked on each specimen St EPhe
case was left for the rest of the month. Virginia Sterrett talked on rocks and
minerals and how to use them to make various things for display at hobby show or club.
Bessie Rogers displayed fossils. She explained each of them to the boys and gave each
boy six little goodies to take home as their ovm. s ol
‘Lila Stevens' subject was rocks and crystals —-- how they are formed, how they grow,
where they can be found, and how each has its own crystal shape. She also suggested
what to do with them once they are gotten home. Each of us had a ball at this school
as everyone was so wonderful and we had the best of cooperation from the principal
all the way to the janitor. s s

PIELD TRIP to Sylvania, Ohio, April 25.
Medusa Portland Cement Company Quarry,
gilica, Ohio.

This is for fossils. o _
We will be there at the gate from 10300
to 11:00 so you can sign the release.
Pe sure and sign before you g0 il

az_RA;

There vwill be a displey at the next i b

meeting to show you what you can find ‘ a‘.T\/
il - 1 ! u

there. ol _ Q ‘

1t may be muddy, so0 iy wquld suggest .

that you wear boots. i i

Brint l",b‘b‘b

Nepltenn

The field trip to Greind‘Ra.pids wag enjoyed by about 18 people. \e were not able to
go at the last minute because Red had to work. Oscar Puryear acted as chairman
‘that day. Thenks, Oscar. .

‘William Rogers, Safety and Tield trip chairmn

_The Board of Directors ncoopted ond adopted the report of the sudget G‘omi;“‘f“-

\
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IDENTIFICATION —-— TRANS

The second characteristic of a mineral that concerns the contact of llght with a
specimen is sometimes referred to as "transparency" and sonetimes as "translucency.
Both are terms that are given to a phase of this characteristic which dqals with
how much light passes through a specimen. . =

1

If a piece of mineral is clear enough that an object on the other Slde of it can be
seen through o il A el sald to be transparent. This word ig derived frnm two Latln

words meaning 'appear through " Rock crystal quartz is one of the best examples
of a transparent mineral.
If some light can be seen through a mineral but it is not clear enough to see an

object behind it, then it is said to be translucent. This term comes from Latin
words meaning "shlne through." A good example of a translucent mineral is chalcedony,

another form of gquartz.

A specimen is said to be opaque when it transmits no light at all, This word is
also derived from a Latin word that means "darkened." Jasper, from the quartz

family, is one of the opaque minerals, i ;
‘Frank and Eleanor Owens

WHAT DO YOU VANT FROM YOUR HOBBY?

This question was brought out in conversation with several people. A sunmary of
their opinions may expla;n the fascination which rockhounding has for us.

First -- THE QUEST: Gettlng out into the open country, the mountains, deserts,
etc., with a definite objective, namely -- hunting minerals, fossils, what have you.
Many professional men, caught in the rapid tempo of modexn life, find their great-
est relief and recreation in forgetting to appear smart, well-dressed and efficient,
and instead digging in the dirt, eating a little sand with thelr food, and enjoying
wind and sun, and a far horizon.

Second -~ THE FINDING: : The thrill of receiving direct from the hand of the Creator
a bit of agate, a fragment of petrified wood, a gemmy crystal. The lure of the
buried treasure, the uncertalnty of success, add excitement to the discovery of
your specimen,

Third -- CRAPTSMANSHIP: The exercise of skill, artistic ability and patience in
creating a thing of beauty from intractable material, gives satisfaction to the
creative instinct, :

Fourth -- COMPETITION: The fun of selecting what you think is your very beét,
and matching it to what your fellow hobbyist has, serves as an excellent means for L3
most of us to study minerals of a kind of quality not otherwise available. s

‘ Fifth -- LEARNING: The job of adding, bit by bit, to one's store of knowledge of
b the natural vorld, Every time a new mineral form is studied, the frontiers of
7 experience are extended by just that much., Every sunrise, moonrise, cloud for-
mation, adds to our store of memory pictures. Every happy day spent with con-
) genial companions makes wWiser and kinder, for it has often been brought to our
: attention that it is the most experienced collectors, the most serious students
of mineralogy, who anre the most generous and understanding in their dealings with
their fellow-hobbyists.

Bixth =- STRVICD: Through helping others to learn, through accepting responsibil- N
ities requiring long hours of bookkeeping, letter writing, telephoning, serving of i
foods, leading field trips and all those other jobs which keep a society functioning.

you help others to fulfillment in the field of Searching, Finding, Doing, Comparing,
Learning, and Scrving,

An impressive list of values, ien't it? Surely there is something here for every
one of. What do YOU want from your hobby/

(From the Oregon hgate and Minoral Society via The Puddin' Stone News. )



