
December 2010 CMLMS

Rockhound News
NEXT MEETING: Thursday, December 16, 2010

PROGRAM: Holiday Party, Gift Exchange, New Officers

REFRESHMENTS: Everyone Please Bring Holiday Goodies!

Location & Time: The CMLMS December Meeting will be held at 7:30 pm at the North School, 333 E. 
Miller Rd, Lansing, MI. Please get there a little early to help set up the tables. All those who can carry 
a tune (and some who cannot) are invited to join in singing seasonal & “rocky” carols!!!

New & Old Members:  Please note that you should always check at the top of the page to see who 
should bring goodies. This month, everyone should bring something good, but we usually alternate 
between:  members whose last name begins with A-L, and those whose last name begins with M-Z. Our 
refreshments have been sparse lately, so please help!

Special Instructions for the Rocky Gift Exchange  [Please Read This!]
If you want to get a gift, you must bring a gift!  Gifts should be of small value ($1 at most) and should 
be rock-related. Gifts may be a) small rock specimens that need a new home, b) books, magazines, or 
articles about minerals and gems, c) small tools/materials related to rock collecting or faceting, d) toys, 
clothing, or anything else related to our mineral interests. Please wrap the gift you bring with you.
This is NOT a “white elephant” exchange, unless the elephant is:  a) made out of minerals, or b)  
small and well-behaved enough to sit through one of our meetings.

CMLMS Calendar for January 2011
January 6, 2011 Board Meeting-7:00 pm at the Okemos Library, Okemos Rd & Science Parkway.
January 20, 2011 Membership Meeting at North School. Program: Richard Lassin will discuss gold 

mineralization in Menominee County in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.

A Message from CMLMS Show Chair, Roger Laylin
A Show Board meeting was held at the Laylins’ on December 9, 2010. The 2010 show was an economic 
and attendance success, despite the poor economy in Michigan. CMLMS will be able to award the annual 
scholarship to a geology student at MSU. The decision to hold a Show in 2011 was made at the November 
Membership meeting. Thank You to Members who took an active part in making the 45th Show a success!

Club News – Members Voted at the November Meeting for the 2010 Officers, 
Who Will Be Installed at the December Meeting.  Officers Are:

President – Roni Sionakides;  Vice-President – Dave Westjohn;  Recording Secretary – Sue Casler;
Corresponding Secretary – Sharon Patton;  Treasurer – Kris Wood;  3 Year Director – Jan Sjoquist; 2 
Year Director, Bob Mosher; and 1 Year Director, Mary Gowans.

Roster Secretary Ernie Aughenbaugh:  Dues are now being collected for 2011!!!

A Message from Milt Gere and Roni Sionakides: 
• We are seeking volunteers and displays for Science is Fun Day at Okemos High School (Jolly Rd., east 

of Hagadorn Rd.) February 12, 2011, from 11 AM to 3 PM. Please contact Milt or Roni by email or 
phone if you are interested in helping and turning young people on to ROCKS. We have eight (8) 
tables, and hope to fill all of them as we did last year! This is a fun event, with lots of families attending.
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New Members – Three more new members have joined CMLMS!
Amy Hiltunen of Lansing, Tina Saunto of Lansing, and Patricia Scott of Mason have been accepted as 
new members of CMLMS. Welcome to you all and hope to see you at the CMLMS Holiday Party on 
December 16!

Volunteers Needed to Manage the CMLMS Annual Banquet in May:
The CMLMS Annual Banquet is held in May, and Pres. Roni Sionakides knows we need to start 
planning very soon. Tickets must be printed, and all members should both buy and sell them (Ticket 
Manager needed). A menu must be chosen and arrangements made for decorations and the hospitality 
table (Decorations Manager and Hospitality Manager needed). The CMLMS President will make 
arrangements with a Speaker for the Banquet, but needs suggestions from all members about good 
speakers appropriate for our group! Please contact Roni and tell her you can HELP!

Check www.amfed.org/mwf for mineral and lapidary shows.

Central Michigan Lapidary and Mineral Society
October Board Meeting:  September 30, 2010

President:  Ro n i  Si o n a k i d e s  ca l l e d  the  me e t i n g  to  or d e r  at  7: 1 0  pm  at  the  Ok e m o s  Pu b l i c  
Li b r a r y .
Board Members Present:  El a i n e  An g s t m a n ,  Er n i e  Au g h e n b a u g h ,  El a i n e  Be a n e ,  Su e  Ca s l e r ,  
Mi l t  Ge r e ,  Ma r y  Go w a n s ,  Al a n  Hu k i l l ,  Le e  La y l i n ,  Ro g e r  La y l i n ,   Ly l e  La y l i n ,  Go r d o n  Lew i s ,  
Je n n i f e r  Ma r t i n ,  Bo b  Mo s h e r ,  Ro n i  Si o n a k i d e s ,  Ma r y  An n e  Sm i t h  an d  Da v i d  W e s t j o h n .  [Boa r d  
mem b e r s  ab s e n t :   Ri c h a r d  La s s i n ,  Ka r a  Mi l l e r ,  Da n  Si n e  an d  Kr i s  W o o d ]  

Vice President:  Ro n i  Si o n a k i d e s  fo r  Ri c h  La s s i n  –  Pr o g r a m  Re v i e w :  Th e  Oc t o b e r  me e t i n g  is  
the  ni g h t  be f o r e  ou r  sh o w ,  so  the  me e t i n g  wi l l  be  at  the  Ing h a m  Co u n t y  Fa i r g r o u n d s  Ma i n  
Ar e n a ,  an d  inc l u d e  mem b e r s  the r e  fo r  sh o w  se t- up.  Th e  No v e m b e r  mem b e r s h i p  me e t i n g  wi l l  
inc l u d e  a  ta l k  by  Ms.  Su m m e r  Os t r o w s k i  (scho l a r s h i p  wi n n e r),  on  “Fo s s i l  Fi s h  fro m  
Ma d a g a s c a r ” .

Recording Secretary:  Su e  Ca s l e r  –  Sum m a r i z e d  Se p t .  2,  20 1 0  bo a r d  me e t i n g  mi n u t e s  (wil l  be  
pu b l i s h e d  in  ne w s l e t t e r).

Corresponding  Secretary:  Ma r y  An n e  Sm i t h  –  No  re p o r t .

Treasurer’s Report:  Kr i s  W o o d  –  Ab s e n t .   [Sen t  co p y  of  Tr e a s u r e r ’ s  re p o r t  to  Pr e s i d e n t  
Si o n a k i d e s  wh i c h  wa s  rev i e w e d ;  if  the r e  ar e  an y  ex p e n s e s/d i s b u r s e m e n t s  –  let  Kr i s  kn o w .  
Al s o ,  Kr i s  is  in  ne e d  of  ra f f l e  pr i z e  do n a t i o n s ]  

Directors:  [1-YR]  Bo b  Mo s h e r  –  pa s s e d  aro u n d  som e  ra d i o l a r i a  dra w i n g s  by  the  19 th ce n t u r y  
Ge r m a n  na t u r a l i s t  Ha e c k e l  an d  som e  ph o t o g r a p h s  Bo b  too k  of  mi c r o f o s s i l s  from  a  pi e c e  of  
sh a l e  co l l e c t e d  at  the  Al p e n a  La F a r g e  qu a r r y ;  <5-mi l l i m e t e r  si z e  br y a z o a n s ,  cr i n o i d s ,  bl a s t o i d s ,  
an d  br a c h i o p o d s  at  10 X  to  20X  ma g n i f i c a t i o n .
[2-YR]  Ma r y  Go w a n s  –  No  re p o r t .
[3-YR]  Da v e  W e s t j o h n  –  No  re p o r t .

Roster Secretary:  Er n i e  Au g h e n b a u g h  –  No  re p o r t .
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Liaison Officer:  Al a n  Hu k i l l  –  pa s s e d  aro u n d  va r i o u s  fly e r s  fo r  ro c k  sh o w s .
Past President:  Mi l t  G e r e  –  se n d i n g  a  tha n k  yo u  no t e  to  Cr a n d e l l  Br o t h e r s  (for  gr a v e l  pi t  fie l d  
tr i p s).
Membership:  El a i n e  An g s t m a n  –  Tw o  ap p l i c a t i o n s  we r e  re c e i v e d  fo r  new  me m b e r s .  Mary 
Gowans  moved to accept new member applications  for David Schalk and Beth Schwartz. 
Lyle Laylin seconded the motion.
Vote taken and motion approved.  Welcome to two new members!

Field Trips:  Da n  Si n e  (Abs e n t)  –  Fo l k s  we r e  rem i n d e d  of  Oc t .  2  fie l d  tr i p  to  La F a r g e  Qu a r r y  in  
Al p e n a ;  an d  al s o  Oc t .  2  &  No v .  13  fie l d  tr i p s  to  the  Al a b a s t i n e  Gy p s u m  mi n e  in  Gr a n d  Ra p i d s  
(Mich i g a n  Na t u r a l  St o r a g e  Co.). Pr e- no t i f i c a t i o n  an d  su b s t a n t i a l  eq u i p m e n t  lis t  ar e  req u i r e d  fo r  
gy p s u m  mi n e  tr i p s .

Publications:  El a i n e  Be a n e  –  Oc t o b e r  new s l e t t e r  –  item s  fo r  ne w s l e t t e r  sh o u l d  be  pro v i d e d  no  
lat e r  tha n  Oc t o b e r  12 t h .

Display:  Da n  Si n e/D a v e  W e s t j o h n  –  Da v e  re p o r t e d  tha t  cl u b  di s p l a y  ha s  be e n  re p a i r e d ,  
cl e a n e d  up,  an d  is  re a d y  to  go.

Web Master/Website:  Ly l e  La y l i n  –  re p o r t e d  he  pu r c h a s e d  a  saw  thr o u g h  the  Eq u i p m e n t  fo r  
Sa l e  on  the  clu b’ s  we b s i t e ,  an d  su g g e s t e d  tha t  ot h e r s  in t e r e s t e d  in  pu r c h a s i n g  eq u i p m e n t  
sh o u l d  ch e c k  ou t  th i s  fea t u r e  of  the  we b s i t e .  Al s o ,  Ly l e  wa s  co n t a c t e d  by  a  pe r s o n  wh o  wo u l d  
lik e  som e o n e  to  ap p r a i s e  a  roc k  co l l e c t i o n  –  Ro g e r  an d  Go r d o n  wi l l  co n t a c t .

Show:  Ro g e r  La y l i n
1) the  bi l l  bo a r d s  (Adam s  Ou t d o o r  Ad v .) are  up,  ch e c k  we b s i t e  fo r  loc a t i o n s ;  
2) wo r k  pa r t y  wa s  he l d  on  Se p t .  25  --tra i l e r  fi l l e d  up  an d  ba c k  at  the  fa rm ;  
3) ha d  to  ma k e  a  su b s t i t u t i o n  on  on e  of  sh o w  ve n d o r s  (Ston e s  &  Bo n e s  bow e d  ou t  du e  to  
co n f l i c t);   new  ve n d o r  is  Th e  Di n o s a u r  De n ,  a  loc a l  bu s i n e s s ;
4) 650  po s t c a r d s  we r e  se n t  ou t  ba s e d  on  ra f f l e  tic k e t  nam e s  an d  ad d r e s s e s .
5) Oc t .  21,  ou r  us u a l  me e t i n g  ni g h t  is  the  ni g h t  be f o r e  the  sh o w  st a r t s  an d  we  wi l l  be  wo r k i n g  at  
the  Ing h a m  Co.  Fa i r g r o u n d s  fo r  Sh o w  se t- up.  Th e  tab l e s  ar r i v e  at  no o n ,  tra i l e r  ar r i v e s ,  ne e d  to  
se t  up  fo r  kid’ s  tab l e ,  pe b b l e  po n d ,  di s p l a y s ,  et c .   Vo l u n t e e r s  ar e  we l c o m e  to  ar r i v e  an y t i m e  
Th u r s .  af t e r n o o n/ e v e n i n g  to  he l p .  Th e  clu b  me e t i n g  wi l l  be  sh o r t  an d  br i n g  us  up  to  da t e  on  an y  
an n o u n c e m e n t s .

Ma r y  Go w a n s  –  Fr i d a y  am  Ch i l d r e n ’ s  To u r  Co o r d i n a t o r  rep o r t e d  tha t  we  ha v e  up  to  ei g h t  
sc h o o l s  com i n g ,  wi t h  ab o u t  545- 600  ch i l d r e n  an d  ad u l t s .   Je n n y  Ma r t i n  wi l l  be  Ma r y ’ s  as s i s t a n t  
fo r  the  Ch i l d r e n ’ s  To u r .

Old Business:   
*Dis c u s s i o n  of  Im p r e s s i o n  5  Sc i e n c e  Ce n t e r  sc h o l a r s h i p s  an d  the  By- Law s  Am e n d m e n t  fo r  
mem o r i a l s  wi l l  be  tab l e d  un t i l  ne x t  me e t i n g .

New Business:   
*Nom i n a t i n g  Com m i t t e e  ne e d s  to  be  fo rm e d  AS A P  for  20 1 1  cl u b  of f i c e  nom i n a t i o n s .   Sc h e d u l e :  
Oc t o b e r- Sl a t e  of  O f f i c e r s  com p i l e d  by  Nom i n a t i n g  Com m i t t e e ;  No v .- Me m b e r s h i p  Vo t e s  fo r  
Sl a t e ;  De c .- In s t a l l a t i o n  of  O f f i c e r s .  Nom i n a t i n g  Com m i t t e e  wi l l  be  Mi l t  Ge r e ,  El a i n e  Be a n e ,  an d  
Ro g e r  La y l i n .
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Ma r y  Go w a n s  mo v e d  to  ad j o u r n  the  me e t i n g ;  se c o n d e d  by  Da v i d  W e s t j o h n .  Me e t i n g  ad j o u r n e d  
at  8:30  pm.     Re s p e c t f u l l y  su b m i t t e d ,    Su e  Ca s l e r ,  Re c o r d i n g  Se c r e t a r y  

Announcements

CMLMS members may have noticed the MSU Geology Club shirts worn by the students helping us at the 
show; they feature an image of Sparty as a geologist, and a geological map of Michigan.
Christine Juroszek has made contact with the MSU Geology Club, and offers the following information: 
The shirts are black with white letters and images; the cost is $10.00 each; they are available in sizes 
from Small to X-Large, with larger sizes available on request. The Geology Club would like a list of names 
and sizes for those CMLMS members interested in purchasing shirts. That means that a CMLMS 
member needs to keep the list and contact the Geology Club. Your editor nominates Chris Juroszek for 
this honor!

Milt Gere forwarded a very cool geology and minerals website from the Smithsonian Institution. Your 
editor tried it before she started putting this newsletter together, and got caught up in it for an hour 
before she was willing to exit. There are great pictures and video animations illustrating the solar system, 
earth’s geological history, geological cross-sections, plate tectonics, volcanoes, minerals, famous gems, 
and much, much more. So take a look at this one, especially if you need ideas for teaching, or for school 
projects: http://www.mnh.si.edu/earth/main_frames.html. This link is worth putting on the CMLMS 
website, Webmaster Lyle Laylin!

Hope to see you all at the CMLMS Holiday Party, December 16, 2010, 
7:30 PM at the North School, off Miller Rd. in south Lansing. Bring a 

wrapped “rocky” gift to exchange, and your favorite holiday cookies (or 
other treats).

Happy Holidays!
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