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Rockhound News
This bulletin is the official publication of the Central Michigan Lapidary and Mineral Society of
greater Lansing, Michigan.  It is published each month except July and August.

The Central Michigan Lapidary and Mineral Society is a non-profit organization, meeting to
promote interest and increased knowledge in the fields of mineralogy, geology, paleontology
and the lapidary arts.  It was organized in May 1957 and celebrated its 50th Anniversary in
2007.

Meeting place:  Masonic Center, Hamilton Street, Okemos, MI
Regular meeting date:  Third Thursday, except July and August

Meeting time:  7:30 p.m., doors are open at 7:00 p.m.
Annual Dues:  Adults $10.00; Families $15.00; Students under 18 $2.00

Board meetings:  First Thursday, except July and August; 7:00 p.m., Okemos Library

OFFICERS 2014

President Elaine Angstman 517-282-9775 eangstman@hotmail.com
Vice-President Sue Casler 517-694-1233 caslers@michigan.gov
Recording Secretary Jan Sjoquist 517-543-1464 sjoquist@sbcglobal.net
Corresponding Secretary Theresa Hubbard 517-203-9620 thrshubbard@yahoo.com
Treasurer Kristin Wood 517-769-6578 kwood@ibcp.com
1 Year Director Milt Gere 517-669-8116 miltgere@aol.com
2 Year Director Lyle Laylin 517-488-7908 lyle18@gmail.com
3 Year Director Nate Krupp 517-626-1136 nathan.krupp1@gmail.com
Roster Secretary Ernie Aughenbaugh 989-224-7619 esaslapidary@gmail.com
Liaison Officer Alan Hukill 517-641-6125 facetman60@yahoo.com
Past President Elaine Beane 517-272-9661 gebeane@comcast.net

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 2013
Membership Elaine Angstman 517-282-9775 eangstman@hotmail.com
Field Trip Dan Sine 517-381-0805 daniel.sine@opm.gov
Publications Roni Sionakides 517-482-5986 rsionakide@yahoo.com
Display Jan Sjoquist (pro temp) 517-543-1464 sjoquist@sbcglobal.net
Education Kara Miller 517-882-1565 karamille@gmail.com

Jenny Martin 517-394-4133 happysingle2007@gmail.com
Outreach Mary Gowans 517-351-6135 gowans@msu.edu
Library Lee Laylin 517-349-3249 l.r.laylin@gmail.com
Finance Gordon Lewis 517-349-2263 g.m.lewis@mindspring.com
Show Roger Laylin (pro temp) 517-349-3249 l.r.laylin@gmail.com
Web Master Lyle Laylin www.michrocks.org

Permanent Mailing Address
15785 Park Lake Rd.

East Lansing, MI 48823

www.michrocks.org

Affiliated With
Midwest Federation of Mineralogical and Geological Societies

http://www.amfed.org/mwf/
American Federation of Mineralogical Societies

http://www.amfed.org
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ROCKHOUND   NEWS

NEXT MEETING:  Thursday, October 16, 2014
PROGRAM: DVD “Devil’s Tower: Igneous Enigmas”

REFRESHMENTS: Members with Initials M - Z Please Bring
Goodies

Location and Time:  The CMLMS membership meeting will be held on October 16, 2014, at 7:30
p.m., at the Masonic Center, Hamilton Street, beautiful downtown Okemos, 2175 Hamilton
Street.

Calendar for Fall 2014 and later
October 16, 2014 - 7:30 p.m., membership meeting
October 18, 2014 - Fossil Day at MSU; Archaeology Day at SOM Historical Center
October 24-26, 2014 - Show
November 6, 2014 - 7 p.m., board meeting, Okemos Public Library
November 10, 2014 - Newsletter deadline for submissions
November 20, 2014 - 7:30 p.m., membership meeting
December 4, 2014 - 7 p.m., board meeting, Okemos Public Library

UPCOMING  PROGRAMS
Let Sue Casler know if you have any ideas for speakers, or other programs.
October 16, 2014 - DVD “Devil’s Tower: Igneous Enigmas.”  About 30 minutes.  Professor
Michael Wysession, Associate Professor of Earth and Planetary Sciences at Washington
University in St. Louis.  From  his lecture series on The World’s Greatest Geological wonders:
36 Spectacular Sites.
November 20, 2014 - Marvel Mitchell will talk about making her beautiful stone handle knives. 
She set up a display at the banquet.
December 18, 2014 - Installation of officers for 2105, Christmas party with the Rocky Gift
Exchange.  DVD “Cave of Crystals: Exquisite Caves,” 30 minutes.  From same lecture series
above.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
JOHN CROCKETT, RETURNING MEMBER

DAN SHAVER AND FAMILY
AMJAD CHOHAN

Message from Roster Secretary Ernie Aughenbaugh:
Dues are now being collected for 2015.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2015
The following two elected offices need to be filled:  1.  Vice President/Programs (two-year
position) and 2.  Three-Year Director (three-year position).
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Please consider running for office and joining the board.  We’re a fun group!  Haven’t been
ousted from the Okemos Library yet!  If interested, please let one of the board members know. 
Remember, without a board, our society will cease to exist.

FALL SHOW NEWS 
Show Calendar - A Message from CMLMS Show Chair, Roger Laylin
OCTOBER 23rd - Show setup commences Thursday, 12:00 noon, Mason Fair Grounds, Main Arena
OCTOBER 24th - Children’s Tour starts at 9:00 am.  Show up at 8:30 am for your assignment.  Dealer
setup begins at 1 pm.  Public Show is open from 6:00 – 9:00 pm.
OCTOBER 25th - Show continues 10 am – 7 pm
OCTOBER 26th - Show continues 11 am – 5 pm, followed by: tear down and put away.

Show Work Schedule
Thursday, October 23
12:00 noon - Setup and cover tables, unload the trailer, as last year two mineral tables and one fossil
table.  We are to change the entry way for Kids Morning to accommodate the entrance displays Theresa
H. has coordinated.  Do anything else that needs to be done for Friday Morning.
PLEASE DO NOT plan on setting up displays until after tables are all set up and covered (about 3:00
pm.).  The building will be open until 9 PM if necessary.

Friday, October 24
8:30 am - Gather for final preparations and work assignments.  Children arrive at 9:00 am.
1:00 pm - Move leftovers to main Children’s Table, and arrange tables for Dealer set up.
Late-comers set up displays.
6:00 pm - Welcome the Public to the Show!  Meet friends and have a good time!

Saturday (9:30 am) & Sunday (10:30 am), October 24 th & 25th
Continue with volunteer work assignments, eat, drink and spend $ $ $ $.
Sunday, October 4 :00 pm Raffle Call
5:30 pm - BREAKDOWN SHOW, Fold and stack tables, chairs, and covers.
THANKS TO ALL!    Show Chairman Roger Laylin

Member Displays -- One of the important features of any show are the display cases that the club
members and nonmembers bring to the Show to show off their collections or skills. Viewing these
displays gives visitors and club members the opportunity to see mineral specimens and fossils they have
never before seen. This is where learning begins and inspiration for new collections starts. If you have
not yet told Nate Krupp that you will have a display for the show, please give him the completed form
below, or call him.

OFFICIAL “YES, Nate, I CAN HELP YOU WITH A DISPLAY”

You can count on  me to bring a display to the show.  I will bring:   _____standard club case(s)  
____pony case(s)   _____faceting case(s).  If another type of display please draw a rough sketch
on the back of this form or give details so space can be allocated.
OR, Hey, I want to borrow a case.  We have several Club cases that are in need of a display, ask
Nate.
OR ALSO, I, can't display this year, but would be glad to let someone else use my case.  Describe
case or cases on the back side of this form or another.

_________________________________________________signature)
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If you bring pretty rocks for the Pebble Pond, please run a hose over them and wash them off! Otherwise,
we start out the day with muddy water and the rocks don’t look pretty any more.
We shouldn’t have mud puddles at the Children’s Tour!

Specimens for the Big Rock Rack (Touch and Feel Table) (pet rocks).  This display has been well
received the last several years.  New specimens are always welcome as well as the old, if you have any to
display, please bring them Thursday.  Thank You.

Hospitality Requests - Jean Ann Wahl-Piotrowski 
Getting away from the show Arena for nourishment just isn't possible for our dealers and the club folks
who put in a full day working to make our show a success.  Thus we try to keep everyone happy and
healthy with our club hospitality.  I need your help with the snack portion of the menu: salty snacks (like
chips, pretzels, crackers), sweet snacks (like cookies, quick breads, muffins) and healthy snacks (like
fruit, veggies, cheese).  If you can contribute a snack to sustain the show crew, please bring it to
Thursday evening set up, or any day of the show. One of the great limitations of the show facility is that
there is no refrigeration.  This problem has been relieved again for this year, as Marve Oesterle has
volunteered the needed Dorm Refrigerator .
If you have questions or suggestions please give me a call 269-948-9589 or e-mail jawp2@voyager.net. 
Thanks for your help; and, see you at the show!!! 

Show Raffle - Drawing at 4 PM, Sunday, October 26
Prize Items Are Needed for the Raffle!  A number of members have donated some very nice Raffle Prize
items for this year's Raffle. However, more items are needed to raise the chance to win.  Prizes may be
donated between now and the show.  Please contact Kris Wood.  Thank you for your support!
Raffle Tickets are available.  They remain $1 each or 6 for $5.  The chance of winning is much greater at
our raffle than with most games of chance and sales help support the CMLMS Geology scholarship at
MSU.  Remember your friends, relatives & neighbors may wish to purchase tickets too.  Why not sell
some tickets to them and help a good cause at the same time?  Your help is needed to sell raffle tickets at
the show.  Please see Kris Wood at the October 16th CMLMS meeting, or give her a call to reserve
your time.  Tickets don’t sell themselves!!

OTHER Show Stuff - What you can do to help out!  Sign up to help at a work station during the Show
there are over 80 2-hour time slots available.  HELP is always needed – Kids Table, Admission tickets,
Raffle tickets, Spinning wheel, Silent Auction, Swap Table (if you bring material).
Spread the word. Tell your friends and enemies.  Post a flier.
Pitch in and work!  Those who work two hours earn free admission to the Show.
Invite friends to help on Friday morning.  We have never had too much help for the Children’s Tour.
We will give a free pass to any non-member that helps on Friday Morning as well as Friday LUNCH.

CLUB   NEWS
Outreach Committee:  Always in need of volunteers to help with school science fairs, talks and
presentations at schools and other organizations, and educational opportunities.  Contact committee chair
Mary Gowans to lend a hand.  gowans@msu.edu or 517-351-6135.

Field Trips!  See Dan Sine to sign up and for more information.  Cell phone 517-316-5713 or
daniel.sine@opm.gov.  Dan would like to set up an email list of all who plan to go on the field trips.  Please
contact him if interested in getting emails as field trips are set up.
October 11:  Byholt Gravel Quarry, 11360 S. 4th Street, Schoolcraft, Michigan, south of Kalamazoo. 
Saturday October 11, 12-4, fee $5/person or $7/family.  Bring safety equipment.  Meet at quarry.
October 18:  Grand Rapids Gypsum mine.  Contact kreigh@tomaszewski.net.  Limited numbers.

Minimum age for a quarry is 12.  No children under 12 will be allowed at the quarries (their rule). 
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Trips to other collecting sites may have no minimum, or maximum, age requirement.  Safety rules in the
Field Trip Guide are posted at the society website.  They should be reviewed, printed out and taken to
every field trip.  Also, insurance coverage for the field trips by the Federation is very limited.  It provides
only for damage that members might do on-site.  There is no personal  injury coverage; no coverage
underground.  Coverage is only for members, so our policy is that field trips are only for members.  Members
should review this insurance information on our website.  Let Dan know of any other locations and contact
information that you may know about and would like to visit.  Dan does a fabulous job getting these field
trips lined up for club members so please take a moment to thank him personally for all his work.

PLACES TO GO AND THINGS TO DO—Check www.amfed.org/mwf
or our website   www.michrocks.org

FoundMichigan, an online magazine on culture in Michigan—www.foundmichigan.org
Check out our website for items for sale.  There are links to eBay and Craig’s List.

Beginning 4-hour basic Metalsmithing / Jewelry Making Classes are scheduled for September 23,
Tuesday, 10:30 - 2:30, and again October16, Thursday, 11 - 3.  A second 4-hour class to learn basics of cab
mounting will be offered September 24, Wednesday, 12:30 - 4:30 and again October 17, Friday, 12:30 - 4:30. 
Tools, materials and instruction are included at a low cost.  Call Absolute Gallery, located in ‘Old Town,’
Lansing for details or to sign up for the classes.  517.482.8845, www.absolutegallery.net.  You may also ask
club member Milt Gere if you have questions.

UPCOMING SHOWS
1.  October 10, 11, 12: Greater Detroit Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show, Macomb Community College,
www.michmin.org for information about the show.
2.  October 17, 18 & 19: Three Rivers Annual Gem, Mineral, Fossil, Lapidary & Jewelry Show and Sale,
Allen County Fairgrounds, Fort Wayne, Indiana.  Call Michele 260-427-2196 for more information.
3.  October 18 & 19:  Flint Rock & Gem Club Annual Show, Carter Middle School, Clio, Michigan, 
www.flintrockand gem.org for information about the show.
4.  October 18 & 19, 2014:  MWF Convention, in conjunction with the 59th Annual Des Moines (Iowa)
Lapidary Society’s Gem, Mineral and Fossil show, at the Paul R. Knapp Animal Learning Center, Iowa State
Fairgrounds.  Alan Hukill requested a delegate to the Midwest Federation Annual meeting in Des Moines,
Iowa, October 17-19, 2014.  The club will pay milage, banquet and 2 nights in a hotel.  Contact Elaine
Angstman or Alan if you are interested.

CMLMS   MINUTES
CMLMS, Membership Meeting, September 18, 2014
Call to Order: The September membership meeting was called to order by vice-president Sue Casler at the
Okemos Masonic Center.
Welcome and Introduction of Guests/Visitors: Welcome to visitors: Dan, Jude and Adelaide Shaver of
Charlotte, former member John Crocket and visitors Jennifer and Anna Fulger.
Minutes of Last Meeting:  The minutes of the September Board Meeting were published in the September
CMLMS Newsletter.
Treasurer’s Report:  Is available; see recording secretary.
Announcements:
Dan Sine, Field Trips: September 27, 2014 trip to Milan Quarry for fossils; meet at 9am at McDonalds, $3. 
See Dan for information.
Sue Casler: 1.  Shared notices of upcoming shows in the area.  2.  Sue would like volunteers for two CMLMS
board positions:  vice-president, and 3-year director.  The current treasurer, corresponding secretary, and
recording secretary have agreed to continue in those positions if elected.  The one and two year directors will
continue if elected, and there is a vacancy for three year director. Sue will move to the office of president,
leaving a vacancy for Vice-President   Please consider volunteering so we can keep our club functioning!  
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3.  Special October Halloween membership meeting program will be a DVD on “Devil’s Tower.”
Richard Miller:  Needs donations of Petoskey stones for the show’s Petoskey stone polishing activity.
Roger Laylin:  Show:  Work day: Saturday, September 27 at the Laylins’.  The show trailer will need to
be packed, specimen supplies replenished and sorted, sale items prepared, display cases assembled, and much
more.  There are plenty of tasks that will not require lifting.  Roger has purchased 19 bolo ties and one belt
buckle for show use.  Roger reports that the library is still at the Laylins’ for further organization by Lee.
Lyle Laylin:  Brought in the new folding fluorescent booth he has been building.  The lights are coming and
the booth will be ready for the show.
Nate Krupp: 1.  Please contact Nate if you will be providing a display.  A form is available in the newsletter. 
Nate is in need of these specimens for Cub Scout kits:  calcite, (including a few crystals) shale, slate, pumice,
and small pieces of iron ore (hematite, pyrite, magnetite) and copper ore.  See Nate.  2.  Nate will be in
contact with Dean Anderson about Archaeology Day on October 18.  There will not be enough CMLMS
members available to staff a display.
Door Prizes:  Dan Sine provided 6 items for the door prize drawing.
Adjournment:  Roni Sionakides moved to adjourn the meeting, supported by Lyle Laylin.  The meeting was
adjourned at 8:32pm.
Program:  Show and tell-about summer rock-hounding adventures.
Respectfully Submitted, Janet Sjoquist, Recording Secretary

CMLMS, Board Meeting, October 2, 2014
Board Members Present:  Ernie Augenbaugh, Elaine Beane, Sue Casler, Mary Gowans, Theresa
Hubbard, Alan Hukill, Roger Laylin, Lyle Laylin, Gordon Lewis, Jan Sjoquist, Dan Sine, Roni
Sionakides, Kristin Wood.
Board Members Absent:  Elaine Angstman, Milt Gere, Nate Krupp, Lee Laylin, Jennifer Martin, Kara
Miller.
Members Present:  Bob Mosher
Vice-President:  Sue Casler called the meeting to order at 7:10pm at the Okemos Library.  Sue
announced these Membership meeting programs: 
1.  October 16:  Devil’s Tower DVD and member contributions following the program as time permits.
2.  November 20:  Speaker, Marvel Mitchell: demo on stone knife handles.
3.  December 18:  Holiday rock exchange (optional) and possible program about crystals.
Other announcements: 1.  Fossil Day at MSU on October 18; 2.  Archaeology Day at the Michigan
Historical Museum, Oct. 18, CMLMS will not be participating in either event, but members are
encouraged to attend; 3. Circle J estate sale, Portland, MI:  October 3-4.  See estatesales.net to preview
rocks/minerals/artifacts, etc.
Recording Secretary:  Jan Sjoquist states that the September membership minutes have been submitted
for newsletter publication.
Corresponding Secretary:  Theresa Hubbard received an inquiry she will share later in meeting.
Treasurer:  Kris Wood submitted the September report.  She suggested we look into a savings
investment for better return next year.
Directors:  Milt Gere (1 yr.), absent report:  Show Display:  Milt has contacted three Universities for
possible displays for the show.  Michigan Tech will not be sending one this year.  Central Michigan plans
to send one or two.  Western Michigan is still deciding.  Milt has the iron ore display that Cliffs Natural
Resources has supplied previously.  Michigan Geology Item:  Lundin Mining Corp. announced they
started mine production September 23 at the Eagle Mine, Marquette County.  The nickel and copper mine
was discovered by Kennecott/Rio Tinto and has been under development and legal waiting for a number
of years.  Club office:  If there is a shortage of candidates, Milt would be interested in running for a
CMLMS Director seat again, or an empty Chair job.
Lyle Laylin (2 yr.) No report other than he is making progress on the fluorescent booth.  Will submit bills
to treasurer.
Nate Krupp (3 yr.):  absent, no report.
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Roster Secretary:  Ernie Augenbaugh has a membership renewal from John Crockett.  Membership
applications were received from the Dan Shaver family, which includes Jude and Adelaide, and from
Amjad Chohan.  Lyle Laylin made a motion to accept the applicants into CMLMS membership.  The
motion was supported by Theresa Hubbard and approved.  Welcome!
Liaison Officer:  Alan Hukill, no report.
Past President:  Elaine Beane is not able to work full days at ticket sales and needs volunteers.  Please
sign up to help!
Sue added that there are approximately 80 two-hour spots that need to be filled by volunteers for the
show.  More volunteers are needed for the Children’s Tour on Friday morning.  Contact will be made
with the MSU Geology club with a request for assistance.  Please, members, recruit your friends!
Membership: Elaine Angstman, absent.  See info from Roster Secretary.
Field Trip:  Dan Sine:  October 4 (Saturday):  Graymont Quarry, Genoa, Ohio.  October 11 (Saturday): 
Byholt Pit near Kalamazoo. ($5, single, $7 family).  October 18 (Saturday):  Grand Rapids Gypsum mine,
contact Kreigh@tomaszewski.net.  Limited numbers.
Publications:  Roni Sionakides needs news articles by Monday, October 6.
She has contacted various media links for show advertising (WKAR, channel 4 and 6, LSJ, Greater
Lansing Visitors Bureau).
Education:  Jennifer Martin and Kara Miller, absent, no report.
Community Outreach:  Mary Gowans, no report.
Library:  Roger reports that Lee has the library ready to go by the next meeting.
Display:  Jan Sjoquist reports that the displays are ready to go for the show.
Finance:  Gordon Lewis, left early, no report.
Web Master:  Lyle Laylin, no report.
Show:  Roger Laylin:  Trailer is filled (5140 pounds), Jean Ann is doing hospitality, Chuck Collins will
serve as chef and relief for night security.  There is no response yet from security, but Roger will contact
them again.  Flyers are available; Roger brought some to MSU for Fossil Day distribution and to Geology
Dept.  MSU students have been requested to help.  Set up is Thursday noon before show.  Father of the
boy with the Mastodon tooth he found has been contacted.  Discussion ensued about a display of the
tooth.  Please keep track of the blue tablecloths that may need to be cleaned.  Will consider getting all of
them cleaned.
Theresa Hubbard:  School responses have come back and we are expecting more than 1000 students. 
She needs tables for the re-vamped entrance route to hold the displays and educational boards.  Roger has
fossil molds that have not worked well and Theresa will revisit the use of them.  A fossil book was
reviewed and copies will be ordered from Diamond Dan Publications.
Ernie Augenbaugh has arranged the demonstrations, such as gold panning, sand casting, flint knapping,
chain maille constructing.
Old Business:  These are the officer candidates:
President:  Sue Casler
Vice-President:  Open
Treasurer:  Kristin Wood
Recording Secretary:  Janet Sjoquist
Corresponding Secretary:  Theresa Hubbard
Directors: 1.  Lyle Laylin. 2.  Nate Krupp.  3.  Open
New Business:  Show business, see above.
Adjournment:  Elaine Beane made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was supported by
Alan Hukill and the meeting was adjourned at 8:42 pm.
Respectfully Submitted, Janet Sjoquist, Recording Secretary

8



9



10


