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This bulletin is the official publication of the Central
Michigan Lapidary and Mineral Society of Greater Lansing,
Michigan. It is published the second week of each month
except Julv and August.

The Central Michigan Lapidary and Mineral Society is a non—
profit organization, meeting to promote interest and
increased knowledge in the fields of mineralogy, geology,
peleontology and the lapidary arts. It was organized in
May, 1957.

Meeting place: North School, 333 E. Miller Rd., Lansing, MI

Meeting date: Third Thursday, except in July and Augusi
Meeting time: 7:30 p.m. Doors are open at 7:00 p.m.
Annual dues: Adults $3.00 Students $1.00
OFFICERS — 1990

President “Neil Snepp 339-2863
Vice President plrwin Turner 694-9596
Recording Secretary _Jean Ann Wahl-Piotrowski 353-7912
Corresponding Secretary ,Donald Lohrer 482—-2914
Treasurer JRichard Miller 882—-1565
Directors:

1 Year < Mary Gowans 351-6136

2 Years Joyce Kahres 6940771 N

3 Years Cheryl Powers 321-8987
Roster Secretary #Bessie Rogers 1-224-7596
Liaison Officer o Betttie Patterson 482-3437
Past President . Bettie Patterson

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

Pragram eIrwin Turner
Membership oAlice Turner 694-9596
Finance _~Gordon Lewis 349-2263
Education «Florence Hili 349-3554
Field Trips ~George Heaton Jr 339-8914
Library -Vickie Jacobs 323-3962
Display s Bettie Paterson
Publication:
Editors Jean Ann Wahl-Piotrowski
~Betty Tack 485—6768
Printer Dona Lay 393-5418
Show ~Bil1l Begers 1-224-7596

PERMANENT MAILING ADDRESS:

14933 Brown Road
Lansing, MI 48906

MEMBER OF:

Midwest Federation of Mineralogical and Geological Societies
American Federation of Mineralogical Societies



Rockhound News . Nay 1990 Yo+ . page 1

NEIL*S NOTES

I've always bean fhsc1nated by museums.: “When I was a
emall child, I Wﬂﬁted £6 have ‘ny.-owm, museum: znd. get’ ‘aBout
collecting all kinds. of thangs toward ‘that day. Parenmal
advice, moves, ‘8tblings ‘and other: forces took care of . j* e
most of those. early collectlons! However, I still’ the Tireg .
a penchant for' collecting and’ Visit museums whenever’ 8
possible. Last month T- rev131ted ‘the Hous ton Museum -
with its outetanding mlneral and shell collectlons. G

As have many of you, I've been through MSU Museum on
many occasions. And while. fate did not direct amy : Bev g
occupational activities into the museum fleld, the opportuva N
nity exists te be invelved in this museum in 81gn1figdnt ‘ﬁrgmgfﬂ
ways. Last week I attended a luncheon at the MSU Museum s
with aboutra dozen cher people « ' Dr. Dewhurst reviewed
the plans er exPanszan. The MSU Museum énvrichment
endcwment, 1s & part of the capital” campalgn "MSU 20003 .
Aecess ﬁa,0pportun1ty" ‘which seeks to raise $160 millions Bl
This endowment is to ‘be: used for exhibits, collectlonf. o
development and mandgement for museum. programss In other‘
words; 0perat1ng funds for a new muqeum..j-~ ;

Planning'is belhg"done for a new ﬁaclllty.[ It ls N £ W
hoped that the new one will have 100,000 square ‘feet of e
exhibit spaée and: 1mproved research areas. The" presﬁnt R
building has about 30,000 square feet of: space. “Only about
four nercent of the holdlngs -cam -be* displayeds An Earth
Sclende/seoloalcal Seience area‘is anticipated. . Of courSe
much” needs to be done, It will be several years before-

all thls can,be accompllqhed,_ It takes time and-money.;gg
But’ Ttm. exﬂlted dabout the: prospects. We can have input: ..
atout, our interests and make donations collectlvely as o

a club and e, 1ndlv1duals- - 'll try to keen you pogted

"""" “ !"::-«n . ' : o : P " ""5\’3
g ; !

: Gbrdon and Marle Lewxs Jolned Connle and me as
Pélub representatlves at the Indian Mounds plub Zsth
ter ﬁnnrwersary Bangquet. It was.a very fine. aVenlng.‘ Thanks
r_.ta Imdlan Mounds far 1nv1t1ng_us.;h : ; s
"F : ; h0pe all qf you are comxng to the baﬂQuet- The
commlttee has been_worklng hard. Ijknbw you‘ll en;oy ite.
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Corregponding Secretary Report

Only two get well cards were sent this month. One
went to Milo Hillies who is at home recovering from
broncho-pneumonia. The other card was sent to Florence
Hill who accidently broke her nose. We wich them both
the very best and pray that they have a speedy recovery.
I'm sorry I missed the meeting at the Planetarium but -
I was zapped by an errant virus and was laid low for as
couple days. I'm fine now and have my banquet tickets.
I'm looking forward to greeting old friends and meeting
new ones. If you would like an evening wwith pleasant
companions and good fcod, our banquet can't be beat. I
Hope to see you there.- !

Respectfully,
- Don Lohrer

Field Trips - George Heaton Jr-

ppril Field Trip to Hungry Hollow ~ /April 28

The field trip to Hungry Hollow near Arkona, Ontario
attracted 8 of our members and their guests. Present were.
Neil and Connie Snepp. Dave and Jean Ann Piatrowskil, ‘
Joyce Kahres and her sister and grandsone George: Heaton 7
was also there. The weather was dry and very nice but the
fossil collecting did not scem ss productive as in
previous years. I did not tee any noteworthy specimens
colledted and no one claimed to have found anything:
special. Maybe we are all becoming more and. more fussy as
the years pass. Lots of trilobite pieces, heads and tails
were found but no complete, or near complete, specimens were
collecteds g :

May Field Trip - Bewmanville, Ontario

On Sunday, May 27th there willibe'a field trip to
the St.: Mary®s Cement C. Quarry at Bowmanville, Ontario.
This quarry is famcus for its Ordovician fossils,
especially ‘trilobites. This is Memorial Day weekend
which will allow most of us tc travel there on Saturday,
visit the quarry on Sunday and ceturn home on Monday.

This will be a joint field trip with our club and the
Scarborough, Ontario clubd. The Scarborough club has made
all the arrangements for us to enter the quarry. We are & .
to meet at the quarry gate at 9:30 A-YM« and can stay until
about 3:30 P.M. They have also planned a barbecue and pot-
luck supper for us at a community center in Scarboroughe.

We are not required to bring any food. They said they
would provide the food. Their clubs carving group will
be meeting at the barbecue and will te demonstrating their
carving. They have some very talented carvers of soam

T
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‘Field trips cont.

gstone and alabaster. Blair Campbell, the club-president
will show slides of some of their collecting trips and
George Heaton may also have some slides of our collecting

__trips. I hope:enough of our members will be willing to

‘lwand safetv glasses or oggles.

make thlsftrlp to" make’ all th1= effort by the QCatborough
,jgclub worthwhlle.rﬂff{
N Bowmanv111e is about % hour drive beyond Toronto on RBt.
401 so allow about 7 hours driving time from Laneing. To
get to.the quarry take Rt. 401 eastbound past Toronto:
about 4 hour. Exit at Waverly Rd. at Bowmanville. Go
south on Naverly, over RR tpack% and turn right at the
quarry.; Fif hE N

Equlpment needed_eheuld.lnelude the usual asqortment
L of chleéle, crack hammers @nd possibly a eledce‘hammer and
'f'deflnltely Luafetv dregd sich as hard hdt hard toed boets

e

Gamplng f30111t1es mdy be available . at the Darllnvton
Provxnc;al Park about 3 miles East of Bowmanville, south
on Courtice Rd. Mailing address is RR 2,. qumdnv111e,
Ont. LIC 3K3 and Telephone 1*;(u16) h36- 2056,-q sl peE e

A llst of sonme motelﬂ'ls as fellqws. o Al

i ~Fifth Wheel Truck Stop, 'Box. I3 BowmngLlle, ‘Ont.
LG 301. Telephorie (416) 623-3604.  About $59400 Canddizn.
S e ;motel is-on Waverly Rd.; Just south of Ahe hlgthy 401

and just north of the quarry. ;“

2. . Flying Dutchman Hotel, 143 Duke St., Bowmanvrlle,
Orit. LIC 2Wk. Telephone (416) 623-3373. About $72 00-83.00
Canaddanen )

I Port‘Darllngton Marir dnd Motel, RR,E,‘Bowmanv1lle,
Onts LIC 3K3. . Telephone (416) 623 4925 I.could:find no
. room rate listed. PR e

There are lots of motels along Kingston-Rd. on‘south -
edge of Scarborough. Mdny of thesé are relatively inex-
pensive, ranging between $35.00 and .350.00. Canadians
staying at .one, of thege will put you further from the’
“quarfy on %unday ‘morning but you would be a dot clocer to

yodr lodglng after the Suriday afternoon pdrty, :
A%few of These are as follows:

. 1e  Avon Motel, 2800 Kingston. Rd., Toronto, Ont;."»
©MIM TM7. Telephone (416)'267-0339. $35.00-49.00 . ~i=0d
2. Manor: Motel, 2740 Kingston Rd., Toronto,-Ont.
MIN TM7. Telephone (416) 261-7184. &35 00-50.00
3+ Royal Motel, 2746 Kingston Rd., Toronto, Ons '
MIM IM?o Telephone (416) 267 1851. $35 00- ug 00.
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Field trips cont.

I'mgy:sqay at tﬁenﬁvone-'It is not . fancy, but adequate

. and relatively- cheap. :I have stayed there several times

before while visiting the iannual mineral: show in September.
I will try to have mdpa and other information available
at the May meeting —

Club Picenic - Junejjrd at Rovers hd%:been cancelled due
to B9851e'¢ bdd? COndltlonu_wf“ . Ry

- June“Field Trip - Bloomlngton, Indiana June 22-24

The Juhe Fileld Trip will include «the*Bedford Rock
Swap, Now held &t “the Nonroe ‘County. L4H F4irgrounds in
Bloomlngton, InﬂLdnu- dnd geode collecting at the road cut
at Horrodsburg, Indiand Dxition Rti 37, June 22224. To get

to the rock swap at the 4H Fairgrounds you go south on Rt.

37 0. the 1hter@ectlon of Rt¥e -37 :4nd Rt h5. You turn right
on Rt. 45 and go cvom:}we son: R%.Ah5 mbout 1 2/10 miles
then turn rlﬂht dnd @Q:?/la mlle on ﬁlrport Road .

ra

Thig ig a; very ld“ e Land J.nteresl-.iifnfI rock swap which
attracts swappers’ frOm surroundlng < tutes and Ontario, Canes
Camping is alilowed on the: Fairgroundg: at $8.00/night and
motels are located in Bloomlngton.L The. geodeg from

 Harrodgburg are beautiful and may contain-: several minerals
'1nclud1no qudrtz,.c;101te, dolomite, millerite, barite,
pyrite ‘and gphalerite. To get to Bloomington, go south

* on I-69 to Indianapolis, then I-465 °outh to Rit+37e < Qo
-south on Rt 37 to BIoomlnwton. .

et Eos v
Aumust Plcnxc‘— A date huﬂ been et for' the Auzust

'Picnlc dt Rlchufd ¢nd Lila Stevens' summer plave on

Morrlgoﬂ‘Lake. pEiLin wlll be .on Saturday,i 4’ uqust 11ths. DMore

%féon thlslwlll be 1n the June Newsletter."

e qucation & rlorenoﬂ Hlll

The mineral of thlo‘mOnth s study .is ca651ter1te, a tin

- oxidews” There wlll be no talk dt the banquet but you will

flnd;dh artlcle on- thlc interes tlhg mlnerdl elqewhere in

] thﬁ LNE‘IV -] 7 _".w < hive 7.= o ,'\_ T " \_‘ Sl L8 A b

i ; =l
~ ...I & .
o~ sl {
'--\Jr

’w,<9he‘Randolnhq ﬂre ‘back home and in aciion again locally.

“Marearet entertained a troop of Cub Scouts April 11 at

their home. Of course that included a talk on rocks and
minerals and a showing of gpecimens.

Now comeg another big, big thank you to three very
busy people who gave up their precicus Saturday afternoon
Epril 2let. They helped to put on the "Let's Go Pros-
pecting" part of the "Bubbles and Bugf“ Famlly Aetivities
Day at the MSU Museume. : T e

3) | ‘rwl i
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Thanks cont.

Over two hundreﬁ children with thelr parents came to
thlﬂ‘event . The helper were Cheryl and Lisa Powers and
Bettie Patter one. Your avcislanee was greatly appreciated,
girls. i - : , :

Children's 'Table
. . -Reep uortlno out your surplus-and bringing it to
George Heaton or others of the committee.  Your generosity

smakes’ the table a succese -- znd a lot of chlldren happy!

Keep collecting pretty pebbles wherevediyod ~o.. £nd look
egpecially for some magnetiec sand. Kids look for it at the

‘ Miﬁéfﬁl"éf tﬁe:mOnth - DdVld PlOtrOW&Kl

Cd siterite i& _h tin’ ledee (SnOZ) It'b color is

V,Lbrown, black and’ gray with a luster  that vavies from dull
e udamdntlne. Streak is white to light brown.,

Cagsiterite has distinct ‘cledvage, fairly high hardness (6-7),

‘and a high specific gravity (7). Crystals are tetragonal,

commonly occuring @g ‘short twinned ‘prisms
Casgiterite can be found with tourmallne, mplybdenite,

o ,1ﬁd blemuthlnlte in hynothermal’ veins. Minerals commonly
.. .confuged with cas seiterite include ‘tourmaline, rutile and
‘magnetite, however it can:be distinguished by it's high

d1n31ty and hﬁrdness; and it's lizht stredak.
Cassiterite who e name 1is derlved from the Greek

“T'"kahhlterosﬁ meanlno "tln" i aptly the pr1n01ple ore of tin.

_}___UMP;JLLwIT@

by Ingrid Bartelllr

“Shortly after the beginning of time, Mother Nature wag

. busy. baking the crust of the earth. One day when she was

worklnc on the Keweenaw iFeninsula, she felt like creating
somethzng particularly beautiful. Her specific task was
to fill up all the little gas holes in the amydaloidal
basalt. She filled gome with agates, thomsonite, caleite,
quartz etc. She wanted to create uomethlnﬂ green, nottitihe
yellowfgreen of epldote cry%tdl but & UOft blue-green.

_ So uhe Openeo ‘her" cupboard {0l oelecf from the ten or
more ‘elements stored thOLue She .was .stagbting from scratch.
Just. as flour is the basic. ingredient: uﬂed vthen we bake
bread, Mother Nature used silicen veneroualy when she baked
the earth's crust; in fact, wmost of the:-igneous rocks

'fﬁconpqln ?11109h1’“wuv:

For her lovely blue—”reeh.CPedtlon 8he cho&e, in addition
to silicon, some calecium alusminum, oxyven and hydeggen: {some
timee¢ adding a dash of manganese or a gSprinkling of iron).
qhe mixed it all with wator. The result wags as gorgeous
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Pumpellyite cont. - vy 2 -
TR

ag ehe had hoped. Some of the opaque blue-green cryﬁt%l@
looked like Jock straws. Sometimes they. 1ay flat in.vuges;-

other times they were piled in star-like #dpgregatesitol LLogk
like miniature castles--particularly. lovely wheﬂ in com-"

pany with pink or white. fcld pdr mlnerdlv. P : s DEE

A g »

More often thoy wore in:the form of o flbrou green,
mogs-like turf lining the- walls of “the tiny ch1t1e

Freduently tiny Cryﬂtal% ofrother minerals euch as COpper;lﬁ““

calcite, quartz, even silvery’ etci ‘decorated, the green
turfs Sometimes the vugs were pucked r~olldly wlth the +
fibrous, ﬂreen rddlqtlnd Qprqy<n _ f job well done‘ ;

st
et

Eons later, & nan by thé: ‘hate ‘of, Mdr’ucl fﬁund some’ offﬁitﬁ
these crystuls in the .Carpathian’ Mountains which he ‘dilled ., ..o

lotrite. fbout the samentipee coﬁp runbsmdﬁ Gvéredidn the
Keweenawe. /[ ﬂeOIOﬂlﬁt atudying the area by the name of
Palache d1<covercd the came mineral in abundance in the
copper ores. He called it ‘keursasrgeites £ fellow
geologist, Butler, didn’'t like the name so Palache crossed
it out and wrote pumpell rite- after another famous

geologist - at one time L7eolc>cr1<"t for the state of Mlchlvqn.c

In 1940 Grlfflth“ from the U 'of' M. proved that the'“
solid form,* whlch had ‘been . called’ chlordftrolrte, wac-_‘
actually #! form of pumpellyites This truly begutiful -
mineral was- named the gemstorie’ for m1ch10an in:1972 by -
the "eventy—ﬂlxth state 1eﬂlalature.: It ie to be known °
officially a& pumpellyite, wariety chlaraﬂtrollto—-the-':
gem we commbnly‘cﬁll the. Michigan- greéngtone. With the m..
ma jor worldi&curce the Keweenaw land and Isle Royale :
Mother Nature waﬁ most kind.to.ug. -

L SRR _ The stplllte (3 TO 90)
T e

_FORISALF Cdll Elleen Owen 323< ?192 evenlngs

Lapidary eqxlpment ~ diamond slab eaw
Grinding wheel* , o : R
.,Pollgher- B Teh E .-‘-e-- BEE
Also a show case ” . S = SNk
ANNUAL BﬁNQUET —'Thur Gdy Mdy'l?
Place: First Christisn (.Church (same as lazt year)
Ticket deadline: Sqturday, May 12 (none sold at door)
Speaker: Dr. John Halsey, State Archeologist
Contacts: Marie Lewis J40-2263
NEW MEMBERS
Two new members were approved at the April board
meeting - Isaac and Debbie Schankler. We hope they will
be at the banquets.
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COLDEN WEDDING BELLS RING

John and Wilma Hopking invite you to share in the
celebration of their 50th wedding arnniversary. There will

be an open house from 2:00 - 5:00 pm, on Saturday, June 2,
at the Colonial Village Babtist Church, 2010 Boston Blvds

SHOW DATES
May 18-20 Desrborn Gem & Mineral Show: Dearborn
Civiec Center, Michizan and Greenfields::
F- 5-10pmn S- 10am-8pn S- 1lam-5:30 pnm

adults $2.50 Seniors 2.00 Teens 1.00
May 19-20 Cleveland Area Gem & Min. Show:. Cuyahoga
Co. Fairgrounds, Eastland Rd., Berea, OH
June 2-3 State Line Show & Swap; Fulton Co.
Fairgrounds, Wauseom OH FREE
Sat. 9:30am-4pn Suns 9/f0-noon
June 22-24 Bedford (Bloomington) IN SWAP
June 23-24 VGLGS Rockhound Weekend (seminar)

Traverse City, MI

July 14-17 WF Federation Show/Convention
Green Convention Cntre., Evansville, IN
Thure «-Sats 10 am-8pm  Sun. 10am-5pm

fugust b-5 Ishpeming Swap & Field Trip
Ishpeming Town Hall, US 41 West

Auguet 12 Rock-0-Rama, Copper Country Rock &
Mineral Clubj; Kauppi's Osceola Mobill
Station, US 41, Calumet

Labor Day Wknd. MGAGS SWAP, flpena

CLUB_CALENDAR

May 17 Banguet
June 7 Board Mecting, Okemos Bank

June 21 ¢lub Meeting, Planetarium






