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IDENTIFICATION -~ FELDSPAR

Some suthorities view feldspar as o group of closely related minerals, while others
consider it as one mineral with many verieties. If the latter view is accepted,
then feldspar is the most common mineral of all -- five times more plentiful than
gquartz. Feldspar is.found in almost all of the igneous rocks and in many of the
sedimentary and metamorphic ones. i

Chemically, the feldspars are aluminum silicates with varying amounts of potassiumy,
sodium, and calcium. :All of the feldspars have common physical properties. They
have good cleavage in two directions at right angles or nearly so. The luster is
usually smooth and ‘glassy or pearly. With a hardness of No. 6. on the liohs scale,
they are fairly hard and cannot be scratched with a knife.

There are two moin subdivisions of the minerals-- the potash and the plagioclase
feldspars. The principal potash feldspars are orthoclase and microcline, which are
usuelly white or pink, and are found in granites, pegmatites, porphyries, and
gneisses, nazonite is o green variety of microcline that is used as a gemstone,
In the plagioclase group are such varieties as albite, anorthite, moonstone, sun-
gtone, and lobredorite, They are usually white or gre and have striations,or
fine parallel lines on their faces that help one to identify them, Moonstone and
1nbradorite have bluish or sreenish flashes that meke them attractive as gemstones,
gunstone ig a golden-red type with a sparkling sheen due to minute crystals of
hematite or goethite in it.

Peldepars are widely used in the manufacturing of porcelain and ceramics, They
ultimately decompose to leave the aluminum ore bauxite or kaolin and othex clay,

minerals, }
The best distinguishing features of feldspar are its cleavage, ghiny luster, and

hardness,
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