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PROGRAM February 18

Our program for February will be presented by Mr. Lancing Gilbert, Chairman of the
Rocks and Mineral Section of the 4-H Developmental Committee for Natural Resources
and Envirommental Conservation, and Dr. Robert George, Assistant Professor and
Extension Specialist in Environmental C ation, Department of Fisheries and
Wildlife, Michigan State University. UMr. Gilbert and Dr. George will descrile the
programs now available to the youth of Michigan in the area of rocks and minerals,
and some of their hopes for future activities in this area.

The program will start at e business meeijj.rig wili follow.
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EDUCATION ¢ ; | | To 211 CMI&ILS friends s

Ray Walker talked to the fifth and sixth
grade science classes at North School on A :
Jan. 12....He showed:the minerals in the L (e
club school case, and some of his own. & Elaee th S son
Irene Brett spoke to the lar-licor Garden | / e e i 2
ACInbSon MWiaERed s, Mr. James David Patterson

George Ilitchell talked to the fourth and ' ‘: request the honour of your presence
fifth grade science classes at the . 1 ‘ 3 R :

Averill School on Jan. 25. , o : et thelpfnas ol

PR % BRI g AL ; T : i Saturday, Februaxy twenty-seventh
FIELD TRIP nineteen hundred and seventy-one
Bill has set up a Round Robin indoors at two 6'clock in theafteinoon -
field trip for the afternoon of Feb. 28,

to visit several femilies and see their St. SEEPHER Tu tHE i CHIECH
collections. The tour will begin at Delta River Road at Waverly Road
Read and Henrietta Myers', 1415 W. Tonia,
Lansing (west of the Capitdl), from '
1-2 p.m. As you may know, the Myers' ?
specialty is fluorite. From 2~3.p.m. we. i . |
will go to Mike and Holly Chubbls, 1306 | lteception following
Ramblewood Drive, E.-Lansing.{Turn north in Fellowship Hall
off M8 on Harrison, left at Tarleton, ‘ ]
right at Winchester, and continue until

you are on Ramblewood.) They Have some |

very unique specimens collected on 1

their trip out VWest last summer. We will |

wind up at Iloyd and Irene Conklin's,

5979 Harvey, Haslett (north off Lake

Lansing Rd.), from 3-5 for fossils,

crystals, coffee and.conversation.

Lansing, Michigen

See you there!

THTRODUCTION TO IDNIIFICATION

Since there are about}"th thousand different minerals, the positive identification
of every mineral is an impossibility for amateurs like us, but we can 1eam___'ho
recognize most of the ones we will find. There are gjjﬁ;jg;ole observations and"&fegts
that con be made with little equipment. | . g

One important thing that we would like to emphasize is that you should always W‘:;i'l‘;e
dowm where you find ench rock and keep this information with the specimen. Locality
1g eften a valuable clue to identity. If someone gives you a specimen, be sure to
ask hin if he knows vhere it was found. 3

An emateur can learn to identify many rocks and minerals simply by beconing famil-
iar with their appearonce and the wey they feel in his hand. The more you loak at
identified pieces, the more you will leorn, Iluseums, shows, and priva.te collections

all offer opportunities for this. i

There ore simple observations and tests that the roclhound th e _Vu-'l‘-P-
ment, The mopt essentinl things @re o maghifier, o Jjackknife, o il

book. These will help you to detemmine the phynical properties of minewals and ©
are what we vill be discussing in future articles, C em@oa.l proporties are noxre
aifficult to determine and require more equipment than most of us possess.
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